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Renewable energy holds key to growth, says Sheila

THHN | Jan 21, 2012, 04.528M IS T

NEW DELHI: Chief minister Sheila Dikshit on Friday unveiled the first Renewal Energy
Assisted Pump (REAF) system at a function in Mayur Vihar. Developed by discom BSES
Yamuna in collaboration with [IT Delhi, the REAF system is an easy-to-install submersible
pump connected to a water tank, with a spedally designed motor powered by a solar panel.

Officials said REAP would meet water storage and pumping needs in both tural and urban
India by hamnessing renewable enetgy sources. "It will help in combating global warming and
other environmental issues. In addition to reducing dependence on fossil fuels, it will help
BYPL manage the electricity demand better,” sald an official.

The first REAP system was installed at a plot owned by the All India Panchayat Parishad
{AIPS) in Mayur Vihar. Dikshit said the REAP technology would reduce consumption of power
during mormning peak hours, when most people switch on their pumps to get water as well as
store it. "The technology will also prove useful in agriculture, hospitals, schools, hotels,
restaurants, malls and group housing societies,” said a government official. The solar panel
will be connected to a pump, which will draw ground water and store it in an overhead tank.
The REAP has a capacity to draw 30,000l of water per hour. The CM sald generation of power
with coal and gas is not a viable solution as these resources are getting depleted.
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Grants for firms working
. on nano products

Our Bureau
Hyderabad, Jan. 20

The Mission on Nano Science
and Technology, launched by
the Centre in 2007, will be pro-
viding loans or grants of up to
Rs 10 crore to industries for
development of nano-based
products from next fiscal, as
part of its initiatives to quicken
the pace of commercialisation
of nano products and devices.

“The current pace of com-
mercialisation of nano prad-
ucts is slow. We see it picking
up in the next five years. The
loan or grant amount can be
increased depending on the
type of project the industry
takes up,” Prof C.N.R. Rao,
Chairman of the Scientific Ad-
visory Committee to the Prime
Minister, told media persons
on the sidelines of an interna-
tional conference on Nano Sci-
ence and Technology.

The Nano Mission has
drafted the delivery mecha-
nism for the loan or grants to
industries, which had been
holding up implementation of
the scheme,

“There will be a technical
appraisal and elaborate due
diligence before sanction of
the loan or grant. The mission
will rope in a financial institu-

tion to deliver the product,”
Prof Rao said.

He felt that there will be a
slew of new nano technology-
based products and devices in
the next two to three years in
India, especially in the fields of
biotechnology, water purifica-
tionand agriculture, In the agri
sector, work was going on to
use this technology for slower
release ofinsecticide and pesti-
cide, while pharma firms were
researching on using nano for
better drug delivery
mechanisms. ‘

"The Nano Mission has so far
established eight thematic
units of excellence, seven cen-
tres of nano technology and
three accelerator-based re-
search facilities. It has also re-
sulted in filing of 120 Indian
"and 11 foreign patents.

Dr P. Asthana, Mission Di-
rector, said a task force has,re-
cently been set up to chalk out
the roadmap for a regulatory
framework for nano technol-
ogy.Ithas investment dbout Rs
1500 crore in the last five years
for basic research promotion,
infrastructure  development,
nano applications and interna-
tional collaborations.
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@thehindu.co.in
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LAWYERS
PROTEST HRD
BILL, STRIKE
WORK IN CITY

HT Correspondent

® hireparters@hindustantimes, com

MEW DELHE Lawyers in Delhi
observed a day-long strike as
part of the Bar Council of India's
nationwide protest against a bill
which they elaim will take away
the powers of the couneil to hear
complaints against lawyers,
They were protesting against
Higher Education and Research
Bill, 2011, and Legal Practi-
tioners Bill 2010, They say, these
bills will take over the authori-
ty of the Bar Council. The strike
paralysed proceedings at all six
district court complexes.

Government wants to
make the Bar Council
redundant as it has
been opposing
several anti-people
measures of the it.

RAJIV KHOSLA
District Court Blar Association

A group of lawyers even
wenlt inside special CBI court
holding trial in the 2G scam and
requested prosecution and
defence counsel to stop the pro-
ceedings,

“Government wants to make
the bar council redundant as it
has been opposing several anti-
people measures of the gov-
ernment, including allowing
entry of foreign lawyers,” said
Rajiv Khosla, spokesperson of
the coordination committee of
All  District Court Bar
Assoclations of Delhi.

MK Mishra, convenor of the
steering committee of Bar
Couneil said, a joint meeting of
the chairmen of all state bar
councils of the country, leaders
of all bar associations of Delhi
and Bar Couneil of India will be
held on January 23, “By intro-
ducing the hill, HRD minister
Kapil Sibal wants to undermine
the authority of elected bodies
of advocates and he wants to
impose his supremacy;” Mishra
said.

Sibal, too, has called a
meeting of BCI members on
January 23,
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Biometric UID on top of the world

With 120mn Enrolments Done, Scheme Beats US Programme In Data Collection
Raj plan to transfer fuel subsidy via UID

ven as the government debatesUID, the oil ministry has started

testing analternative model for transferring fuel subsidy
directly toconsumer s, State-run fuel retailers have launched apilot
project for direct transfer of kerosene subsidy inKotkasim tehsil of
Rajasthan’s Alwar district, Ministry officials said familieswith
rationcards pay the marketprice for kerosene and getback the
subsidy amount through chegquesissued by the state gowernment
after the amountis fransferred toitby the fuel retailers. The
government has plans togradually expand the Aad har system,
once itis launched, to transfer all subsidies directly to consumers.
Direct ransfer of coo king gaswas tobethe first programme,
whereby the subsidy amount would have been directly transferred
into the bank accountsofidentified BPLconsumers. me

TIMES NEWS NETWORM

Bangalore: The Unique
Identification Authority of
India (UIDAT) has done near-
Iy 120 million enrclments
since it started the registra-
t1on process about a vear and
a half ago. This, UIDAT offi-
clals say, 1s the biggest bio-
metric data capture exercise
ever donein the world, higher
than that by U8 Visit, which
collects the photograph and
fingerprint data of foreign-
erstravellingtothe U8,
“Nowhere have so many
enrolments been done in so
shortatime,” R 8 Sharma, di-
rectorgeneral, UIDAT saidon
Friday MNandan Nilekani,
chairman of UIDAL and
Sharma were spealking to re-
porterswhohadbeentalken to
showecase the authority's

teehnalsgveentre and the ad-

MAMMOTH EXERCISE

vances the project had made
— an exercise that appeared
designed to clarify doubts
about the project raised in re-
cent weelis,

The UID enrolments hap-
pen out of designated enrol-
ment centres, and every resi-
dent of India iz entitled to

enroll. Nilekani said a gov-
ermmental group was looking
at how to converge twio major
national identification pro-
jects —the Unique identifica-
tion project. which Nilekani
leads and comes under the
Planning Commission, and
the National Population Reg-

ister project, being undertak-
en by the registrar-gceneral of
India that comes under the
home ministry.

Roth initiatives, in many
ways, duplicate each other's
work., Earlier this weelk,
home minister P Chidamba-
ram asked PM Manmohan
Singh to instruct the Plan

panel to bring a note to the
Cabinet on the status of the
UIDAL so that there isclarity
which agency will perform
the task of capturing the bio-
meiricdataof thepopulation.
The UlDproject isexpected to
costabout Rs 18.000crore, -
plication of the efforts would
beabigwasteof resources.
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